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Theoretical Expectations 1/2

Even in a violent, ethnically fragmented city like Karachi,
public goods matter to voters

Public goods are increasingly privatized, or ‘Hybrid’ (Post et
al., 2014)

This includes formal v. informal contracting of service delivery

Political competition matters for privatized public goods

Hybrid public goods create uncertainity

Erum A. Haider Political Uncertainty



Theoretical Expectations 1/2

Even in a violent, ethnically fragmented city like Karachi,
public goods matter to voters

Public goods are increasingly privatized, or ‘Hybrid’ (Post et
al., 2014)

This includes formal v. informal contracting of service delivery

Political competition matters for privatized public goods

Hybrid public goods create uncertainity

Erum A. Haider Political Uncertainty



Theoretical Expectations 1/2

Even in a violent, ethnically fragmented city like Karachi,
public goods matter to voters

Public goods are increasingly privatized, or ‘Hybrid’ (Post et
al., 2014)

This includes formal v. informal contracting of service delivery

Political competition matters for privatized public goods

Hybrid public goods create uncertainity

Erum A. Haider Political Uncertainty



Theoretical Expectations 1/2

Even in a violent, ethnically fragmented city like Karachi,
public goods matter to voters

Public goods are increasingly privatized, or ‘Hybrid’ (Post et
al., 2014)

This includes formal v. informal contracting of service delivery

Political competition matters for privatized public goods

Hybrid public goods create uncertainity

Erum A. Haider Political Uncertainty



Theoretical Expectations 1/2

Even in a violent, ethnically fragmented city like Karachi,
public goods matter to voters

Public goods are increasingly privatized, or ‘Hybrid’ (Post et
al., 2014)

This includes formal v. informal contracting of service delivery

Political competition matters for privatized public goods

Hybrid public goods create uncertainity

Erum A. Haider Political Uncertainty



Theoretical Expectations 1/2

Even in a violent, ethnically fragmented city like Karachi,
public goods matter to voters

Public goods are increasingly privatized, or ‘Hybrid’ (Post et
al., 2014)

This includes formal v. informal contracting of service delivery

Political competition matters for privatized public goods

Hybrid public goods create uncertainity

Erum A. Haider Political Uncertainty



Hypothesis 2a: Poor service delivery in more than one public
good makes individuals less likely to vote

Hypothesis 2b: Good service delivery in at least one public
good makes individuals more likely to vote
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Theoretical Expectations 2/2

Water
Electricity Embedded Private

Private, high quality Low uncertainty Low uncertainty
H2a

Private, low quality Medium uncertainty High uncertainty
H2b
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Electricity Embedded Private

Private, high quality Low uncertainty Low uncertainty
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Hybrid Regimes in Karachi - 1998
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Hybrid Regimes in Karachi - 2018
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Figure: District South with PMTs

Erum A. Haider Political Uncertainty



Data Overview

LG Elections 2015 −→ PMT August 2017 & Jan 2018 −→
Survey July/August 2018

Loss Category - PMT level

Loss Difference - Difference at matched PMTs between 2017
and 2018

Erum A. Haider Political Uncertainty



Competition and Service Delivery outcomes

Herfindahl LG’15

Turnout LG’15

Vote Margins (logged)

Incumbent wins LG’15

Pucca Housing

Piped Water

Electrification ’98

Muslim

Literacy Rate

−2 −1 0 1 −2 −1 0 1 −2 −1 0 1

Loss Category ’17 Loss Category ’18 Loss Difference

District FEs. Robust SEs. CIs at 95%
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Electoral outcomes - mixed results

At the constituency level, incentives to vote are mixed -
‘who’s responsible?’

Similarly, the ability and incentive for parties to target
constituencies may vary within constituency

Hybrid public good regimes create uncertainity

Data on other public goods at the household level is scarce

Survey Data - N=1000, July/August 2018

Interviews and Qualitative Data
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Figure: Ganchipara, Lyari - KE Camp
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Figure: Singho Lane, Lyari - KE Camp
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Figure: Survey Data: Interacting water with electricity
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Findings from Survey Data

At the household level, individuals with high levels of
uncertainty are the least likely to vote

Positive experiences in at least one public good can motivate
participation

Middle-income households are particularly sensitive to high-
and low-quality service delivery
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Discussion and further work

Service delivery has important political consequences, pace
ethnic fragmentation

The commodification of public goods presents challenges and
opportunities

Incentive to gather and document data
The invention of a ‘theft’ narrative
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The End
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Figure: District South with PMTs
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Theoretical Expectations

Water
Electricity Embedded Private

Private, high quality Low uncertainty Low uncertainty

Ranchor Line (S) Kharadar (S)
Samnabad (C)

Private, low quality Medium uncertainty High uncertainty

Singho Lane (S) Hanifabad (W)
Chakiwara (S) Ganchipara (S)
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